Wheat, Mustard Seeds, and Yeast
Matthew 13:24-43 (Pastor Heo)

Read in bulletin.

Matthew 13 is a parable chapter of the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus uses 7 material things to teach us something about the KOH. Parable = earthly story with heavenly meaning/truth.

Parable #1: The Sower with 4 kinds of Soil
1. Hard
2. Rocky
3. Thorny
4. Good

Today, 3 parables about the KOH.
1. Man sows a good seed - Wheat among Weeds
2. Mustard seed
3. Yeast (leaven)

#1: KOH = Wheat among Weeds
v. 24-30

There is a saying “Ill weeds grow apace.” This was very familiar to the Palestinian audience. Weeds are a curse against which farmers must labor. During their early stages, the weeds and wheat look the same. It’s impossible to distinguish one from the other.

But, when they grow a little more, they could be distinguish. But, their roots were twisted together, so it was impossible to uproot the weeds without affecting/hurting the wheat. So, both had to be left to grow together until the time of harvest. 

Then, at the time of harvest, the wheat and weeds had to be separated. The weeds were poisonous and bitter - a narcotic and causing sickness. 

The Jews called the weeds “bastard wheat.”

The one who sows the good seed = Jesus. 
The good seed = the children of the KOH. 
The enemy who sowed the evil seed = Satan. 
The weeds = the children of this world. 
The field = this world. 
The harvesters = angels.

Satan CANNOT uproot true Christians. 
So, Satan merely plants FALSE Christians to infect and influence the true Christians. 

Our task is not to pull the weeds, but plant the wheat. We are not detectives, but evangelists. We are not pullers, but planters. 

Yes, we should expose the lies of the Devil, but we must also (more importantly) bear fruit.

In this world, there is always a hostile power waiting and seeking to destroy the good seed.

#1: Helps the seed of the world?Word? to grow and flourish.
#2: Tries to destroy the good seed.

We must always be on guard, on watch in this world. 

Believers and unbelievers are living together - even here in this service. There are some in the KOH and some who are not. So hard it is to distinguish. A man may appear good, but be in fact bad. A man may appear bad, but be in fact good. 

We (dangerously) quickly classify men as “good” or “bad” without knowing the truth. We must wait until the time of the harvest to know the truth. A man is not judged by a single mistake in his life - but by his whole life. Through the grace and sacrifice of Christ, a man may make an ugly life a beautiful thing. Alternatively, a man may live his entire life purely, and at the last moment, fall into sin. Judgment comes someday, at the end, not hastily.

Humanly speaking, a sinner in this world may not ever receive his consequences in this world. But there is a new life to come. Goodness likewise may not ever receive its reward in this world, but there is a new life to come. Only Jesus knows and can judge all things perfectly, completely. At the last time, God will judge all things rightly. Therefore, we must judge ourselves (2 Cor 3?) “Judge yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Do you not know that Jesus Christ is in you? Unless you fail the test.”

The KOH = wheat among weeds (present and growing in this world full of sin and unbelief).

#2: KOH = mustard seed 
v. 31-32

The smallest of seeds - produces a large tree.

The point is very clear: the growing power of the mustard seed - from smallest to largest. The KOH is like this - from insignificance to magnificence. 

The KOH began with the smallest - JC as a baby in the manger, his death on the cross, resurrection, and ascension. Then, the church was left in the care of 12 apostles and a few hundred followers.

But someday the KOH will cover all the world (2 billion Christians in the world today). 

Humanly speaking, Jesus came as a weak person - in a manger, son of a poor carpenter. 
When Jesus comes again, he will come as the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and his kingdom will cover all the world. At that time, all knees will bow and worship him, and all mouths will confess he is the Lord, Son of God.

In daily application?
This can be true in our small group, churches, schools, academies, careers. The KOH may start with only one person, and nobody knows how big that may grow one day. 

A man who is set on fire for Christ is a person who kindles others. 

If you plant (preach the gospel message) - this is your mustard seed in his heart and it CAN (with God’s water and help) can grow large in his heart.

#3: Yeast
v. 33

This parable was shocking to them. 
Actually, throughout the Bible, yeast is a symbol of SIN - uncleanness. For example, during the Passover, they had to eat unleavened (un-yeasted) bread. Yeast had to be removed from their sacrifices as well. 

Yeast was also a symbol of carnality and hypocrisy on the church. 

This would be shocking.  “The KOH is like the symbol for uncleanness.”
“What?” This obviously got their attention.

The point? The transformational power of yeast. Just a LITTLE bit with transform the entire loaf of bread.

Without yeast, the bread is hard, tasteless, unappetizing, not delicious. With yeast = soft, spongy, delicious. The yeast transforms it all. 

Like this, the KOH transforms our whole lives. The hidden reality of the KOH = Jesus and he transforms our personal, spiritual, physical, social lives.

In human history, there are great societies, great communities where the KOH transformed the whole society.

Examples:
1. Life for women in history.
At that time, women were considered property. Men would pray, “Thank God I’m not a Gentile, slave, or woman.” She was completely secluded. 
In Korea, until Christianity came, a woman was like a half-slave to her husband and his family.
In India, until Christianity came, there was a horrible practice - when a husband died, his wife was buried alive to follow her husband.

2. Life for slaves
In human history, until Christianity came, in every community, country, society, there were slaves. Even in Abraham’s community, in Greek, Rome, America, India, Korea - every place there were slaves. A slave was a piece of property - a walking piece of real estate - not a person. But, wherever Christianity penetrated, slavery has gone. 
Galatians 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set you free. So stand firm, do not let yourselves submit again to a yoke of slavery.”
In all aspects of life, only Jesus can give you freedom.

3. Life for children
In ancient times, children had a good chance of dying during his childhood. So, a child was not counted in number, not allowed to attend public meetings. Jesus said, “Let them come to me. Do not stop them. The KOH belongs to such as these.” Jesus received them and blessed them.

4. Life for the weak, sick, and aged
In pagan life at that time, these people were considered a nuisance, irritation. In Greece, in Sparta, when a boy was born, he was to be shown to the examiners - if healthy, he was allowed to live. If weak, sick, or deformed, he was put on the mountain to “live” alone (he died). 
In history, Christianity is the first faith to be interested in these broken things in life. 

Yes, even today, only Jesus can transform our lives and societies. 
From slaves to free, from children of hell to children of God. 

May God bless us all with this transforming power in our lives.

Let’s pray.

